January 29, 2012 - 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit - 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time

"] see the God in you. | greet the God in you.”
Bill Wallace, New Zealand

As you gather for worship,
please introduce yourself to those around you.
There are no strangers in God's house.

CALL TO WORSHIP

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear your voice.
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear.

Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love like you.
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love.

And the first shall be last, and our eyes are opened,
And we'll hear like never before.

We'll speak in new ways, and we'll see God's face,
In places we'd never known.

I live within you. Deep in your heart | live.

I live within you. Rest now in me.

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

Help me to see your face. Help me to hear.

Help me to hear your voice. Help me to love.
Help me to love like you. Help me to see.
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Open My Eyes, Lord Jesse Manibusan

WELCOME
REFLECTION FOR PEACE

GATHERING THE PEOPLE
One:  Join me on the Way, and our eyes shall see a heavenly light.
All: Lead us up the higher road, even if the light should blind us.
One:  Join me on the Way, and our ears shall hear a heavenly voice.
All: Lead us up the higher road, even if the voice should deafen us.
One:  Join me on the Way, and our lives shall gain a heavenly cause.
All: Lead us up the higher road, even if the cause should test us.
O Lord, appear to us in a vision, though the glory of your face
should make us shield our eyes. Speak to us a revelation,
though the power of your voice should make us cover our ears.
One: Let us worship God!

OPENING SONG (see insert) The King of Love My Shepherd /s
Text Henry W. Baker; Tune St. Columba; arr. M. McClellan

RENEWING THE COVENANT
One:  Open our eyes, O God,
All: and we will be able to see the gifts and talents in ourselves,

which others can see.

One:  Open our eyes, O God,

All: and we will enable others to see the gifts and talents in
themselves, which we can see.

One:  Open our eyes, O God,

All: and we will be able to see the powerless in our neighborhoods,
and stand beside them.

One:  Open our eyes, O God,

All: and we will be able to see those struggling and fearful in our
faith community, and give them compassionate support.

One:  Open our eyes, O God,

All: and we will be able to see those in our world denied basic

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

necessities and freedom, and understand their suffering.
---time of silent reflection---

God will break into our pattern of living.

God will infiltrate our most hardened ways,

our most grooved attitudes, our most habitual responses.
Trust God, and change is inevitable;

trust God, and we are enabled to start afresh.

We are ready for a new phase of life!

Pardon and peace are ours.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

One:

All:

The peace of Christ be with you.
And also with you.

TIME WITH CHILDREN

(Afterward, children and youth through grade 8 are invited to hear God's Word

in Wee Worship in the Social Hall.)

OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD

OFFERING SONG So the Love of God Dan Schutte
Refrain:
0 !IT | LI T : 1Y [ ]
@b ce S e
Broad and high, deep and wide,
o)

I"

H—ﬁttﬁfq

so shall be the love of the I.A:)rd1 Al -ways true, ev-er

N1 ; -
e e |
'—'—fv—j—J—d—“"—H—'ﬁ:i 1 1a
o | |
old and new, 50 the love of God!

Once we were lost, orphans of night,
Left but to wander, longing for the light.
Found by a love that would not let us go.
We are God's children — family forever.

Strong are the arms of your mercy
That have saved us from our sin.
Great is the gift of our growing,
Of our knowing such a love.

Who could believe what you've given us
By loving us in our longing!

Even death cannot hold our hearts,

So great the might of your love!

€ 19689 by Danicl L. Schutbe and North American Litargy Resources HALR).
10802 Morth 23rd Avenue, Phoecnix. Arizona 85029, -‘\ll rights rescrved.

DOXOLOGY

We thank you God for all you have given.
Now we return a portion to you

For all that we have, and all that we are,

We bring our gifts, and thank you God for life.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING
Saul,

Acts 9: 1-20 Revised English Bible
still breathing murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples, went to the

high priest and applied for letters to the synagogues at Damascus authoriz-
ing him to arrest any followers of the new way whom he found, men or
women, and bring them to Jerusalem. While he was still on the road and
nearing Damascus, suddenly a light from the sky flashed all around him. He
fell to the ground and heard a voice saying, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you perse-
cuting me?’ ‘Tell me, Lord,” he said, ‘'who you are.” The voice answered, 'l
am

Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But now get up and go into the city, and
you will be told what you have to do.” Meanwhile, the men who were travel-
ing with him stood speechless; they heard the voice but could see no one.
Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could not
see; they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. He was
blind for three days, and took no food or drink.

There was in Damascus a disciple named Ananias. He had a vision in which
he heard the Lord say: ‘Ananias!’ ‘Here | am, Lord,” he answered. The Lord
said to him, ‘Go to Straight Street, to the house of Judas, and ask for a man
from Tarsus named Saul. You will find him at prayer; he has had a vision of a
man named Ananias coming in and laying hands on him to restore his
sight.” Ananias answered, ‘Lord, | have often heard about this man and all
the harm he has done your people in Jerusalem. Now he is here with
authority from the chief priests to arrest all who invoke your name.’ But the
Lord replied, "You must go, for this man is my chosen instrument to bring
my name before the nations and their kings, and before the people of
Israel. | myself will show him all that he must go through for my name's sa-
ke." So Ananias went and, on entering the house, laid his hands on him and
said, ‘Saul, my brother, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on your way
here, has sent me to you so that you may recover your sight and be filled
with the Holy Spirit." Immediately it was as if scales had fallen from his eyes,
and he regained his sight. He got up and was baptized, and when he had
eaten his strength returned.

He stayed some time with the disciples in Damascus. Without delay he
proclaimed Jesus publicly in the synagogues, declaring him to be the Son

of God.
SERMON The Conversion of St. Paul The Rev. Thomas D. York

FOCUS SONG (see insert) Who Am 17 Mark Hall

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

CLOSING SONG (see insert) Able
BLESSING THE PEOPLE

Sarah Hart

Sources for today’s liturgy: Gathering - Cole & Tilson, Litanies and Other
Prayers, Year C. Renewing the Covenant - David Sparks, Prayers to Share,
Year A.

Thanks to confirmand Samantha Chun for serving as liturgist this morning.

If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or
drop a note in the offering plate.

Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in
the black fellowship pad folders. If you have a prayer request, concern or



To Our Guests and Visitors

Welcome!

Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!  We invite you to join us whenev-
er we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 am
(Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service. Join us also for coffee hour
between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visitor
information is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and
in the Michigan Avenue lobby. If you have questions, look for members
wearing badges, or call Tom York or Jana Reister in the church office, 321
-2573.

Parking for Sunday Services
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship
services or participating in other Knox events. In addition to the parking
area off Michigan Avenue, we also have 13 additional parking spaces off
Observatory Ave. On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged. A map of
available parking may be found on our website: www.knox.org

Restrooms
Men's and women'’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on
the basement level at the far north end of the building. Please follow the
posted signs to their location.

Coatroom
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex.

Caring for Children
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered 9:00 am—12 noon, during
worship services. Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the Michi-
gan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms.

Wee Worship and Sunday School
At 9:15 am, *Wee Worship is available for children ages 3 years through
grade 8, in the Social Hall. (*Children age 3-5, begin in rooms #103 and
#104, at 9:15 am. Children age 6 and above will begin in Fresh Spirit and
go to the Social Hall following “Time With Children.”) At 11am, Sunday
School classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years through 12th
grade. Please check the bulletin insert for information about weekly
Adult Education classes.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service
at 9:15 and 11:00 am. An usher would be happy to assist you. At the
close of worship, please return the unit to an usher. Thank you!

Mobile Phones
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before
the service begins. Thank you!

Sermons Available
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find
them in the narthex (at rear of sanctuary) and in the Michigan Avenue lob-
by on Monday mornings. In addition, sermons are available online.

Recycling
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the

old parking lot. ﬁ |
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Notes from Worship Today
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Mr. David Annett, Ext. 107 .......... Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry
Mrs. Jan Annett, 871-2399 ... .Director of Stephen Ministry
Ms. Christina Haan ...........ccoooiiiiiiii Organist
Mrs. Marie George, (321-9228) ...........cocceee Co-Director of Knox Preschool
Mrs. Laura Johnson (321-9228) ..................... Co-Director of Knox Preschool
Mrs. Lisa Kaufer, Ext. 111, oo Church Educator
Mrs. Renché le Roux, Ext. 110 ..., Financial Secretary
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The Rev. Jana Reister, Ext. 106..........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiie i, Associate Pastor
Dr. Earl G. Rivers, Ext. 113 ..o Director of Music
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The Rev. Thomas D. York, Ext. 104 ..., Pastor
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All Are Welcome

We are a joyful community
of Christian faith. ..
A growing reflection of God's love.
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