March 28, 2010, 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Worship - Palm Sunday

“| see the God in you. | greet the God in you.”
Bill Wallace, New Zealand

As we gather for worship,
please introduce yourself to those around you.
There are no strangers in God'’s house.

PALM PROCESSIONAL

CALL TO WORSHIP

Here We Are To Worship

Light of the World, You stepped down into darkness,
Opened my eyes, let me see.

Beauty that made this heart adore You,

Hope of a life spent with You.

(Refrain)

Here we are to worship, here we are to bow down,
Here we are to say that You're our God.

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy,
Altogether wonderful to us.

King of all days, oh so highly exalted,
Glorious in heaven above.

Humbly You came to the earth You created,
All for love's sake became poor.

Refrain x 2
Words and Music by Tim Hughes © 2001 THANKYOU MUSIC, all rights reserved.

WELCOME

TIME WITH CHILDREN

¥ (Children are invited to hear God’s word in their classes.) ¥

REFLECTION FOR PEACE

GATHERING THE PEOPLE

One:
All:
One:
All:

One:
All:

One:

Joy is ours; the exultant crowds welcome Jesus.
Sorrow is ours; we know the crowds will cry out, “Crucify him!”
Joy is ours; the disciples are caught up with enthusiasm for their leader.

Sorrow is ours; the disciples will desert their leader at his moment of

need.

Joy is ours; we sense the power of the triumph of good over evil.
Sorrow is ours; we realize the huge cost, which is symbolized by the
cross.

Let us worship God.

SUNG RESPONSE (from The Servant Song)

All:

OPENING SONG (see insert) A/l Are Welcome

We are pilgrims on a journey,

We are travelers on the road.

We are here to help each other

Walk the mile and bear the load.

We are chosen...

Chosen to proclaim the wonderful work of God
Who has called us out of darkness

Into God'’s marvelous light.

Once we were no people:

Now we are God'’s People.

Once we didn’t know God'’s mercy: With open hearts we wait for
God'’s love and mercy to be fulfilled! Amen.

Marty Haugen

Tim Hughes

RENEWING THE COVENANT

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

Do you not recognize the Bethlehem baby, who arrived to the singing
of anthems and slept in the silence of awe?

The baby who inspired the joy of the angels and kindled the hope
of the peoples? Glory to you in the highest, and peace to all on
earth!

Do you not recognize the temple youth, who questioned the answers
of sages and answered the questions of teachers?

The youth who amazed the minds of the elders and astonished the
hearts of his parents? Glory to you in the highest and peace to all
on earth!

And do you not recognize the Nazareth prophet, who proclaimed re-
lease to the captives and demanded relief for the poor?

The prophet who preached salvation for our foes and was thrown
out of our city? Who is he to be glorified? How can he be the
Chosen One?

And do you not recognize the Jewish messiah, who was anointed king
by a woman's hand, who established the kingdom for servants and
sinners?

The messiah who sleeps in the house of outcasts and feasts at the
table of fools? Who is Ae to be glorified? How can Ae be the
Chosen One? O God, tell us: How can we hail this carpenter-king
or honor this day that has swept us away?

---Time for silent reflection---

People of God, put your hope in God, for God offers us love that
never fails, life that never ends.

We wait for God, and God does not show up late, God's hope,
God’s love, God's grace are forever. Thanks be to God. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD

OFFERTORY SONG

Be Thou Near To Me David Grow
O Lord, | come with heart here open,

For in my hour of darkness | may be ~

Seeking the joy of love unspoken,

O Lord, be Thou near to me.

Refrain:

And the holy voices sing Hallelujah!
Ever will Thy reign be.

As | wander through this life,

O Lord, be Thou near to me.

Though in this burden of my making,
Yet in the shadows still a light | see.
Maker whose love is not forsaken,

O Lord, be thou near to me.

© 2005 Awfully Good Music. All Right Reserved.

DOXOLOGY

We thank you God for all you have given.
Now we return a portion to you -

For all that we have, and all that we are,

We bring our gifts, and thank you God for life.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING John 12:12-19 CEV
The next day a large crowd was in Jerusalem for Passover. When they heard
that Jesus was coming for the festival, they took palm branches and went out
to greet him. They shouted, "Hooray! God bless the one who comes in the
name of the Lord! God bless the King of Israel!"

Jesus found a donkey and rode on it, just as the Scriptures say, “People of
Jerusalem, don't be afraid! Your King is now coming, and he is riding on a
donkey."

At first, Jesus' disciples did not understand. But after he had been given his
glory, they remembered all this. Everything had happened exactly as the
Scriptures said it would. A crowd had come to meet Jesus because they had
seen him call Lazarus out of the tomb. They kept talking about him and this
miracle. But the Pharisees said to each other, "There is nothing that can be
done! Everyone in the world is following Jesus."

SERMON The Rev. Jana R Reister

FOCUS SONG (see insert) Who Am / Mark Hall

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory, for ever. Amen.

CLOSING SONG (see insert)  Lord Reign In Me Brentan Brown

BLESSING THE PEOPLE

Sources for today’s liturgy:

Gathering: Adapted from David Sparks, Prayers to Share, Year B; Renewing
the Covenant: Adapted from Litanies & Other Prayers For the Revised
Common Lectionary, Year C and Lectionary Worship Aids, Series VI, Cycle A.

If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop
a note in the offering plate.

Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the
black fellowship pad folders. If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you
wish to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags. All
concerns and joys are welcome!
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To Our Guests and Visitors

Welcome!
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church! We invite you to join us
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 am
(Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service. Join us also for coffee hour
between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visitor infor-
mation is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and in the
Michigan Avenue lobby. If you have questions, look for members wearing
badges, or call Tom York or Jana Reister in the church office, 321-2573.

Parking for Sunday Services
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship ser-
vices or participating in other Knox events. In addition to the parking area
off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off Obser-
vatory Ave. On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces be saved
for use by individuals who are physically challenged. A map of available
parking may be found on our website: www.knox.org

Restrooms
Men's and women'’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on
the basement level at the far north end of the building. Please follow the
posted signs to their location.

Coatroom
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex.

Caring for Children
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during
worship services . Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the Michi-
gan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms.

Sunday School
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through
grade 6. At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years
old through 12th grade. Please check the bulletin insert for information
about weekly Adult Education classes.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service at
9:15 and 11:00 am. An usher would be happy to assist you. At the close of
worship, please return the unit to an usher. Thank you!

Mobile Phones
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before the
service begins. Thank you!

Printed Copies of Sermons
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find them
in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings.

Recycling
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your Sun-
day bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes as you
leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper waste to
place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.

Notes from Worship Today

Knox Church

Presbyterian USA

HOLY WEEK SERVICES

Maundy Thursday — April 1st—7:30 pm Worship Service
Sacrament of Communion & Tenebrae
Thomas D. York, preaching

Good Friday — April 2nd—12 noon
Community Service Hosted by Knox Church
Rev. Dr. Timothy L. Bias, preaching

7:30 pm - Knox Music Series presents
JS Bach'’s, St. John Passion (at Knox)

Easter Day — April 4th
9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Easter Service, Knox Commons
11:00 am - Festival Service, Sanctuary

All Are Welcome

We are a joyful community
v\
.lr.

of Christian faith...
A growing reflection of Gods love.
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Michigan & Observatory
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