
January 10, 2010, 9:15 am—Fresh Spirit 
 

“I see the God in you. I greet the God in you.”  
Bill Wallace, New Zealand 

    
As you gather for worship,  

please introduce yourself to those around you.  
 There are no strangers in God’s house. 

       
CALL TO WORSHIP                The Lone Wild Bird     
Text by Richard McFadyen; The Covenant Choir, Katherine Campe, director 
 

The lone wild bird in lofty flight 
Is still with you nor leaves your sight. 
And I am Thine, I rest in Thee, 
Great Spirit come down and rest in me. 
 

The ends of the earth are in Your hand, 
The seas dark deep and far off land. 
And I am Thine, I rest in Thee, 
Great Spirit come down and rest in me. 

 
WELCOME 
 
REFLECTION FOR PEACE 
 
GATHERING THE PEOPLE                                                (from Psalm 16) 
One:   God our refuge, you keep us secure. 
All:   God who counsels us, even at night you instruct our hearts. 
One:  With you by our side we will stand firm. 
All:   You have shown us the path of life, O God. 
One:   You fill us with joy in your presence. 
All:  With glad hearts we sing praises to your name. 
One:   Let us worship God! 
  
OPENING SONG (see insert)   Sing a New Song                Michael McClellan 
 
RENEWING THE COVENANT 
One:  We remember the willingness of Jesus to choose a life of courage, com-

passion, faithfulness, and concern for the downtrodden.  
All:  We reflect on the choices we have made,  

and the choices which lie ahead of us.  
 

----Time for silent reflection--- 
 

One:  We remember the willingness of Jesus to choose a committed life with a 
community of disciples, very different in viewpoint, background, and abil-
ity. 

All:  We reflect on the choices we have made within our family and our faith 
community, for good or ill,  
and the choices which lie ahead of us.  

 
---Time for silent reflection--- 

 
One:  We remember the willingness of Jesus to confront the corrupt practices, 

the stagnant traditions, and the evil powers of his time. 
All:  We reflect on the choices we have made for justice and right, and the 

choices which lie ahead of us. 
 

---Time for silent reflection--- 
 

One:  You give us the courage, O God,  
to choose life in all its fullness.  

All:  To choose service rather than apathy,  
freedom rather than dependence,  

fellowship rather than going it alone.  
As the faithful way comes home to us,  
so the need for pardon and peace is strong within us.  

One:  In the name of Jesus Christ,  
receive God’s pardon, know God’s peace.  

All:  Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD  
 
OFFERTORY SONG              Swing Low, Sweet Chariot                 arr. Joe Cox 
            African-American Spiritual; Youth Choir, Brian Potts, director 
 

(Refrain) 
Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Comin' for to carry me home; 
Swing low, sweet chariot, 
Comin' for to carry me home. 
 

I looked over Jordan, 
And what did I see, 
Comin' for to carry me home, 
A band of angels comin' after me, 
Comin' for to carry me home.   
 

(Refrain) 
 

If you get there before I do, 
Comin' for to carry me home, 
Tell all my friends I'm comin' too, 
Comin' for to carry me home.   
 

(Refrain) 
    
DOXOLOGY           

We thank you God for all you have given. 
Now we return a portion to you - 
For all that we have, and all that we are,  
We bring our gifts, and thank you God for life. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  
 
SCRIPTURE READING                  Genesis 22:1-19                                         NRSV 
 

After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, 
“Here I am.” He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go 
to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the moun-
tains that I shall show you.”  
 
So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his 
young men with him, and his son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and 
set out and went to the place in the distance that God had shown him. On the third 
day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then Abraham said to his 
young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we will 
worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt 
offering and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So 
the two of them walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And 
he said, “Here I am, my son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is 
the lamb for a burnt offering?” Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb 
for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of them walked on together. When they 
came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 
Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.  
 

But the angel of the Lord called to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abra-
ham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not lay your hand on the boy or do 
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, caught 
in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a 
burnt offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will pro-
vide”; as it is said to this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.”  
 
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By 
myself I have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not 
withheld your son, your only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your 
offspring as numerous as the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. 
And your offspring shall possess the gate of their enemies, and by your offspring 
shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, because you have 
obeyed my voice.” So Abraham returned to his young men, and they arose and 
went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham lived at Beer-sheba.  
 
SERMON    The Sacred Journey—Steps to Faith  Rev. Thomas D. York 
 
FOCUS SONG (see insert)  I Will Have Faith In You     Sarah Hart/Sam Mizell 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
for ever.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG (see insert)          Grateful                               Tom Tomaszek  
 
BLESSING THE PEOPLE  
   
 
 
 
 

+    +    +   
 
 
 
 
Sources for today’s liturgy: Gathering - Psalm 16; Renewing the Covenant - 
David Sparks, Prayers to Share, Year C.  
 
If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in future 
services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop a note in 
the offering plate. 
 
Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the 
black fellowship pad folders.  If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you wish 
to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags.  All concerns and 
joys are welcome! 
 



To Our Guests and Visitors 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!   We invite you to join us  
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 am 
(Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service.  Join us also for coffee hour be-
tween the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visitor information 
is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby.  If you have questions, look for members wearing badges, or call 
Tom York or Jana Reister in the church  
office, 321-2573. 

Parking for Sunday Services 
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship services or 
participating in other Knox events.  In addition to the parking area off Michigan 
Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off Observatory Ave.  On 
Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces be saved for use by individu-
als who are physically challenged.  A map of available parking may be found on 
our website:  www.knox.org 
 

Restrooms 
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on the 
basement level at the far north end of the building.  Please follow the posted 
signs to their location.   
 

Coatroom 
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex. 
 

Caring for Children 
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during  
worship services .  Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms. 
 

Sunday School 
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through grade 6.  
At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years old through 
12th grade.  Please check the bulletin insert for information about weekly Adult 
Education classes. 
 

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available 
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service at 9:15 
and 11:00 am.  An usher would be happy to assist you.  At the close of worship, 
please return the unit to an usher.  Thank you! 
 

Mobile Phones 
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before the service 
begins. Thank you! 
 

Printed Copies of Sermons 
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find them in 
the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan  
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings. 

 

Recycling 
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your Sunday 
bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes as you leave. 
Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper waste to place in the 
Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.  
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Notes from Today’s Sermon 
 

According to some, faith is something you have or which you get which puts you 
in control of almost every eventuality that life can throw at you. 

 

Faith is a venture in obedient action.   
 

Faith is not primarily the acceptance of doctrines or truths which are hard to 
believe. 

 

My faith is in God, not in the book. 
 

Faith in God in general means nothing unless there is a willingness to act in a 
specific situation. 

 

The final step is that it is a venture in the expectation that God will act. 
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Dr. Earl G. Rivers, Ext. 113  .….………...……………………….Director of Music 
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