ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD
September 27, 2009, 11:00 am—26th Sunday in Ordinary Time

GATHERING
PRELUDE Great is Thy Faithfulness D. Hustad
WELCOME
TOLLING OF THE CARILLON
INTROIT Lord | Want to Be a Christian manuscript

Text: traditional

Lord | want to be a Christian in my heart.

CALL TO WORSHIP

One:  We are God’s household, crafted by the architect of creation,

All: Our hearts are shelters for the outcast; our hands open to the
stranger.

One: We are God’s people, created in the divine image,

All: To tell others of God’s love; to offer mercy as freely as we have
received it.

One:  We are God’s children, called to give of ourselves,

All: Chosen to serve each other and minister to a hurting world.

One:  Let us worship God together.

+*HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise Leoni

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One:  The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

One:  Letus pray.

All: Eternal God, in every age you have raised up men and women to

live and die in faith. We confess that we are often indifferent to
your will. You call us to proclaim redemption, but we are silent.
You call us to do what is just, but we remain idle. You call us to

live faithfully but we are afraid. In your mercy, forgive us. Give us
courage to follow in your way, and join with stories from ages

past. Give us courage to pursue a faith that makes sense today

and to keep the story alive for new generations. Give us courage

to share our story and extend more widely the shelter and hope
of this community of faith.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

Leader:

Hear the good news! Through Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God. Amen.

*+GLORIA PATRI 579

TIME WITH CHILDREN

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School)

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

One:

All:

Bennett is now received into the holy, catholic and apostolic church. God
has made him a member of the household of God, to participate in our com-
mon life in Christ. | charge you, the people of this congregation, to nurture
and to love him, and to assist him to be a faithful disciple.

With joy and thanksgiving, we welcome you into Christ's church; for we
are all one in Christ. We promise to love and encourage you in the way of
Christ by our friendship and in our daily prayers. Through the support of

the church, its

worship and education, we promise to share the good news with you,
and to help you know and follow Christ. The peace of God be with
you.

ANTHEM Let All the World in Every Corner Sing
Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988); Text: George Herbert

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

The heavens are not too high,

His praise may thither fly:

The earth is not too low,

His praises there may grow.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

The Church with psalms must shout,
No door can keep them out;

But above all, the heart,

Must bear the longest part.

Let all the world in every corner sing,
My God and King!

THE WORD

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 12:1-9 NRSV
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that | will show you. | will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. |
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you | will curse; and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”

So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran. Abram took his wife Sarai
and his brother’s son Lot, and all the possessions that they had gathered, and the
persons whom they had acquired in Haran; and they set forth to go to the land of
Canaan. When they had come to the land of Canaan, Abram passed through the
land to the place at Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. At that time the Canaanites
were in the land. Then the Lord appeared to Abram, and said, “To your offspring
I will give this land.” So he built there an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to
him. From there he moved on to the hill country on the east of Bethel, and
pitched his tent, with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east; and there he built an
altar to the Lord and invoked the name of the Lord. And Abram journeyed on by
stages toward the Negeb.

OFFERTORY My joy, my life, my crown!
Bruce Montgomery (1927-2008); Text: George Herbert

My joy, my life, my crown!

My heart was meaning all the day,
Somewhat it fain would say:

And still it runneth muttering up and down,
With only this, My joy, my life, my crown!
Yet slight not these few words:

If truly said, they may take part

Among the best in art.

The fineness which a hymn to psalm affords
Is, when unto the lines the soul accords.

So if the heart be moved,

Although the verse be somewhat scant,

God will supply the want.

As when the heart says, Sighing to be approved.
'O could I love," and stops, God writeth, 'Loved.'

*DOXOLOGY (592) and PRAYER OF DEDICATION

SERMON The Journey of Life: The Latter Years
Rev. Thomas D. York

*HYMN 427  Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service  Blaenhafren
SHARING CONCERNS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER

SENDING
*HYMN 145 Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart! Marion
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Jubilation G. Young

+ o+ + + + o+

*Please stand as you are able + Latecomers may be seated

During the tolling of the carillon we invite you to remember all who work for
peace and justice in our world today.

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of Jim Chis-
holm, by Vicki Chisholm and family.

The rose on the communion table celebrates the birth and baptism of Bennett Tho-
mas Fager, son of Dylan and Elise Fager, born July 14, 2009.
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To Our Guests and Visitors

Welcome!
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!  We invite you to join us
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 am
(Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service. Join us also for coffee hour be-

tween the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visitor information

is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and in the Michigan
Avenue lobby. If you have questions, look for members wearing badges, or call
Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104.

Parking for Sunday Services

Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship services or

participating in other Knox events. In addition to the parking area off Michigan
Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off Observatory Ave. On
Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces be saved for use by individu-
als who are physically challenged. A map of available parking may be found on
our website: www.knox.org

Restrooms
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on the
basement level at the far north end of the building. Please follow the posted
signs to their location.

Coatroom
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex.

Caring for Children
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during
worship services . Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the Michigan
Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms.

Sunday School

At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through grade 6.

At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years old through
12th grade. Please check the bulletin insert for information about weekly Adult
Education classes.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service at 9:15
and 11:00 am. An usher would be happy to assist you. At the close of worship,
please return the unit to an usher. Thank you!

Large-Print Hymnals and Bulletins are Available
Large-print hymnals, with text, but no music notation, are available. Please ask
one of the ushers.

Mobile Phones
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices upon entering the
sanctuary. Thank you!

Printed Copies of Sermons
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find them in
the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings.

Recycling
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your Sunday
bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes as you leave.
Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper waste to place in the
Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.

Notes from Today’s Worship

From Today’s Sermon

Grow old along with me The best is yet to be.
The last of life for which the first was made......
~Robert Browning

Aging is a time of promise and continuing blessing in the Bible, a time of wisdom
and completion and ripeness.

“The self-esteem of the elderly declines in this society which indicates in every
way that it does not value the old in the slightest,
finds them an expense and an embarrassment.”
~ Walter Stegner, The Spectator Bird

“One of the joys of growing older is you bother less about a lot of little things
and care more about a few big things.”
~ James Hilton

““I think I’m beginning to see some improvement.”
~ Pable Casals
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