
ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD 
September 20, 2009, 11:00 am—25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
GATHERING 

 
PRELUDE                               Voluntary in D Minor                                 H. Purcell  
 
WELCOME   

 
TOLLING OF THE CARILLON 
 
INTROIT                             Saints Bound for Heaven   
            arr. Mack Wilberg (b. 1955); Text: from Southern Harmony, 1835 
 

Our bondage it shall end by and by, by and by… 
From Egypt’s yoke set free, hail the glorious jubilee, 
And to Canaan we’ll return by and by… 
 

Our deliverer he shall come by and by… 
And our sorrows have an end with our three-score years and ten, 
And vast glory crown the day by and by… 
 

And when to Jordan’s floods we are come… 
Jehovah rules the tide and the waters he’ll divide, 
And the ransomed host shall shout, “We are come…” 
 

Then with all the happy throng we’ll rejoice… 
Shouting glory to our King, ‘til the vaults of heaven ring, 
And through all eternity we’ll rejoice… 

                                                  
CALL TO WORSHIP    
One: We have gathered to rejoice in our oneness in Jesus Christ!  Each of us ex-

periences faith and life in a unique way. 
All: Yet we have one God, one faith, and one baptism, and one Spirit  who 
unites us all. 
One: Let us lift our hearts as one, in songs of praise, in prayer, and in  
 listening for God’s word. 
All: Even when we leave this place, let us be joined in common  

concern for humanity, like that shown by Jesus Christ. 
One: Let us worship God. 
 
+*HYMN    210     Our God, Our Help in Ages Past                                St. Anne 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
One: Let us pray. 
All: Almighty God, you have called us into your church to be your  

servants in the service of others.  Forgive us for falling short of your call.  
At times we have loved our buildings more than our brothers and sisters.   
We have been more concerned with  
budgets than with justice and peace.  We have been more ready to talk 
about Christ than to live in Christ’s image. Cut through our  
evasions, increase our courage, renew our vision.  Make us and the whole 
church more nearly what you would have us be; through Jesus Christ, 
whose Body we are.  Amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  Hear the good news!  Through Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
*+GLORIA PATRI    579 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 
RECOGNITION OF STEPHEN MINISTERS 
One: There are different gifts, 
All: But it is the same Spirit who gives them. 
One: There are different ways of serving God, 
All: But it is the same Lord who is served. 

One: God works through different people in different ways, 
All: But it is the same God whose will is brought about through  
 them all. 
One: Each one is given a gift by the Spirit, 
All: To use for the common good. 
One: Together we are the body of Christ. 
All: And individually members of Christ. 
 
INTRODUCTION OF STEPHEN MINISTERS 
Kristen Annett          Lisa Jensen           Susan Silver 
Elizabeth Bell          Barbara Johnson          Ann Tommelein 
Nancy Gaffney          Laura Lewis           Debra Templeman 
 
AFFIRMATIONS OF THOSE BEING COMMISSIONED 
 
AFFIRMATION OF THE CONGREGATION 
 
COMMISSIONING PRAYER 
 
COMMISSIONING 
 

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School) 
 
ANTHEM  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, from An American Triptych     
 Leo Nestor; Text: Robert Robinson, 1758 
      

Come, thou Fount of ev’ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;  
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above. 
Praise the mount!  I’m fixed upon it, mount of thy redeeming love. 
 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy grace I’ve come;  
and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home. 
Jesus sought me while a sinner, wand’ring from the fold of God.   
He, to rescue me from danger, interspersed his precious blood. 
 

O to grace how great a debtor or daily I’m constrained to be! 
Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind my wand’ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love. 
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for they courts above. 
 

O that day when freed from sinning, I shall see thy lovely face;  
clothed then in blood-washed linen, how I’ll sing thy sovereign grace. 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry!  Take my ransomed soul away! 
Send thine angels now to carry me to realms of endless day.  Amen. 

 
 THE WORD 

 
SCRIPTURE READING      Psalm 90 (selected vss.)       NRSV 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place in all generations.  
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.  
 
You turn us back to dust, and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’  
For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, 
or like a watch in the night.  
 

The days of our life are seventy years, or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 
even then their span is only toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly 
away.   
 

So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.  
Turn, O Lord! How long?  Have compassion on your servants!  
Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, 
so that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.     

OFFERTORY                    The Lord is My Shepherd        John Rutter (b. 1945) 
                                           Text: Psalm 23 
 

The Lord is my shepherd: therefore can I lack nothing. 

He shall feed me in a green pasture: 
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 
He shall convert my soul: and bring me forth  
in the paths of righteousness, for his Name’s sake. 
 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; 
thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 
Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me: 
thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 
 
But thy loving kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.                         

   
*DOXOLOGY (592)  and PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READING         Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8           
NRSV 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven:  
    a time to be born, and a time to die; 
    a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;  
    a time to kill, and a time to heal; 
    a time to break down, and a time to build up;  
    a time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
    a time to mourn, and a time to dance;  
    a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
    a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  
    a time to seek, and a time to lose; 
    a time to keep, and a time to throw away;  
    a time to tear, and a time to sew; 
    a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;  
    a time to love, and a time to hate; 
    a time for war, and a time for peace. 
 
SERMON                  The Journey of Life: The Middle Years 
          Rev. Thomas D. York            
      
SHARING CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 SENDING 
 
*HYMN   360                          Hope of the World                      Donna Secours 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
 POSTLUDE                  Arrival of the Queen of Sheba                  G. F. Handel 
 
 

+   +   +   +   +   + 
 
 
*Please stand as you are able                             + Latecomers may be seated 
 
During the tolling of the carillon we invite you to remember all who work for 
peace and justice in our world today. 
 
Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of  
John Francis Werdmann's 86th birthday, by the Werdmann family. 
. 
 
 
 
 
 



To Our Guests and Visitors 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!   We invite you to join us  
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 am 
(Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service.  Join us also for coffee hour be-
tween the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visitor information 
is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby.  If you have questions, look for members wearing badges, or call 
Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104. 

 
Parking for Sunday Services 

Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship services or 
participating in other Knox events.  In addition to the parking area off Michigan 
Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off Observatory Ave.  On 
Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces be saved for use by individu-
als who are physically challenged.  A map of available parking may be found on 
our website:  www.knox.org 
 

Restrooms 
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on the 
basement level at the far north end of the building.  Please follow the posted 
signs to their location.   
 

Coatroom 
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex. 
 

Caring for Children 
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during  
worship services .  Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms. 
 

Sunday School 
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through grade 6.  
At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years old through 
12th grade.  Please check the bulletin insert for information about weekly Adult 
Education classes. 
 

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available 
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service at 9:15 
and 11:00 am.  An usher would be happy to assist you.  At the close of worship, 
please return the unit to an usher.  Thank you! 
 

Large-Print Hymnals and Bulletins are Available 
Large-print hymnals, with text, but no music notation, are available.  Please ask 
one of the ushers. 
 

Mobile Phones 
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices upon entering the 
sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 

Printed Copies of Sermons 
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost.  You will find them in 
the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings. 
 
    Recycling 
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your Sunday 
bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes as you leave. 
Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper waste to place in the 
Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.  
 

 

Notes from Today’s Worship 
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From Today’s Sermon 
 

From a childhood perspective adults have it all together; but when you become 
an adult, you discover it isn’t necessarily so. 

 
The middle adult years are anything but a settled time. 

 
“The dog died.” 

~ Elinore 
 

The middle years are a time of life on the run! 
 

And what of our faith?  By our middle years we discover that the faith we learned 
in Sunday School, the one we put in a jar on the shelf at the age of 14 and are 

now opening again as we find our way back to the church,  
is not adequate. 

 
“There are so many things I’d meant to try, so many contests I had hoped to win.  

And lo, the  end approaches just as I was thinking of preparing to begin.” 
~ A prisoner in the camp at the River Kwai 

 
A faith  for the middle years is a pilgrimage faith, a faith of finitude, a  

forgiveness faith and a community faith. 
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