Nov. 8, 2009, 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Worship - 32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time
As we gather for worship,
please introduce yourself to those around you.
There are no strangers in God'’s house.

CALL TO WORSHIP Sing, Sing, Sing Douglas E. Wagner
The Carol Choir; Tracey Book, director

Refrain:

Sing, Sing, Sing, Sing,

Sing to the Lord,

Sing and rejoice, Alleluia.

Sing, Sing, Sing, Sing,

Sing to the Lord,

Sing to the Lord your God.

Through all your life long,

With notes clear and true,

Let God be your song,

And let the music begin in you.

Refrain:

What joy it is to sing,

A melody to raise;

What joy it is to bring

To God the highest praise!

Refrain:
WELCOME
REFLECTION FOR PEACE

GATHERING THE PEOPLE
One:  The casual, thoughtful word of a good friend

All: can open up a way for us to encourage or to forgive.
One:  The simple, generous act of a caring neighbor
All:  can bring home to us the esteem in which we are held.

One:  The carefully phrased note from a family member

All: can be the symbol of a love deep and profound.

One:  And this time of worship — familiar, routine, imperfect —

All: can be a faithful reminder of God's wonderful love for us.
Let us worshijp God!

OPENING SONG (see insert) Indescribable Laura Story

RENEWING THE COVENANT

One:  Brothers and sisters, have you loved your neighbor? Have you stopped
by the road and bandaged the wounded, or have you passed by on the
other side?

All: The Lord is acquainted with all our ways.

One: Sisters and brothers, have you loved your God? Have you carried the
afflicted to a place of rest, or have you turned your back and hurried on?

All: The Lord is acquainted with all our ways.

One: Come to God, that you might learn to show mercy. Come to God, that
you might receive mercy.

All: Let the Lord teach us how our hearts can love — with all their soul
and strength and mind.

-—-time for silent reflection---

One: In Jesus Christ, self-centered ways are at an end, new opportunities are
envisioned, and the will to bring change for good is found.

All: We are people of “the Way;” we will walk boldly with the example
of Jesus before us, and the living spirit of Jesus with us.

One: Pardon and peace are yours.
All: Thanks be to God. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE
TIME WITH CHILDREN

SCRIPTURE READING Luke 10:25-28 The Jerusalem Bible
There was a lawyer who, to disconcert Jesus, stood up and said to him,
‘Master, what must | do to inherit eternal life?’ He said to him, ‘What is written
in the Law? What do you read there?' He replied, "You must love the Lord
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with
all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” "You have answered right,’ said

Jesus ‘do this and life is yours.’
OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD

OFFERING SONG O God, Our Help In Ages Past arr. Dave & Jean Perry
Text: Psalm 90, Words by Isaac Watts (1674-1748)
The Youth Choir; Brian Potts, director

O God, our help in ages past,
Our hope for years to come,

Our shelter from the stormy blast,
And our eternal home.

A thousand ages, in thy sight,

Are like an evening gone;

Short as the watch that ends the night,
Before the rising sun.

Time, like an ever rolling stream,
Bears all who breathe away;
They fly forgotten, as a dream
Dies at the opening day.

O God, our help in ages past,

Our hope for years to come;

Be thou our guide while life shall last,
And our eternal home.

DOXOLOGY
We thank you God for all you have given.
Now we return a portion to you -
For all that we have, and all that we are,
We bring our gifts, and thank you God for life.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
SERMON How To Be A Christian Without Trying Rev. Thomas York
FOCUS SONG Open My Eyes, Lord Jesse Manibusan

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear your voice.
Open my ears, Lord. Help me to hear.

Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love like you.
Open my heart, Lord. Help me to love.

And the first shall be last, and our eyes are opened,
And we'll hear like never before.

We'll speak in new ways, and we'll see God’s face
In places we'd never known.

| live within you. Deep in your heart | live.
| live within you. Rest now in me.

Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see your face.
Open my eyes, Lord. Help me to see.

Help me to see your face. Help me to hear.
Help me to hear your voice. Help me to love.
Help me to love like you. Help me to see.

© 1996 Jesse Manibusan

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

CLOSING SONG (see insert)  With One Voice Ricky Manalo

BLESSING THE PEOPLE

Sources for today'’s liturgy: Gathering - David Sparks, Prayers to Share, Year
B: Renewing the Covenant - Adapted from Litanies and Other Prayers, Year C
and Prayers to Share, Year A.

Thanks to Alex Castle, for serving as liturgist this morning.

If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop
a note in the offering plate.

Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the
black fellowship pad folders. If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you
wish to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags. All
concerns and joys are welcome!
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To Our Guests and Visitors

Welcome!
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church! We invite you to join us
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00
am (Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service. Join us also for coffee
hour between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visi-
tor information is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex
and in the Michigan Avenue lobby. If you have questions, look for mem-
bers wearing badges, or call Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104.

Parking for Sunday Services
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship
services or participating in other Knox events. In addition to the parking
area off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off
Observatory Ave. On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged. A map of
available parking may be found on our website: www.knox.org

Restrooms
Men's and women'’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on
the basement level at the far north end of the building. Please follow the
posted signs to their location.

Coatroom
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex.

Caring for Children
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during
worship services . Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the
Michigan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms.

Sunday School
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through
grade 6. At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years
old through 12th grade. Please check the bulletin insert for information
about weekly Adult Education classes.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service
at 2:15 and 11:00 am. An usher would be happy to assist you. At the
close of worship, please return the unit to an usher. Thank you!

Mobile Phones
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before
the service begins. Thank you!

Printed Copies of Sermons
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find
them in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings.

Recycling
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.

Notes from Worship Today

Notes from Sermon Today

[ think what he is saying is, “there must be a shortcut; there must be a way
to succeed, to gain the kind of life | want without doing all the things your
disciples do. 1'd like to be a Christian without being religious. ”

Note that understanding it isn't the point. Jesus does not say, “Right
answer—you shall live.”

One of the problems the Jewish tradition has experienced, and one
which the Christian tradition equally shares, is a tendency toward
legalism.

“What you find is not patent medlicine but individual prescriptions. What
you find instead of a set of rules is a story about how love acts personally
and responsibly in a specific situation full of risk and ambiguity. ”

~ Fred Craddock

If you want to be a Christian, if you want ultimately to learn how to Jove so
thoroughly that you are truly alive, then learn from that one, about the
love of a saving God who comes to you whenever you are abandoned,
wounded, vulnerable and alone, and in whose love our love is enabled

and nurtured and encouraged.
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