
Sept. 27, 2009, 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Worship - 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“I see the God in you. I greet the God in you.”  

Bill Wallace, New Zealand 
            

As we gather for worship,  
please introduce yourself to those around you.  

 There are no strangers in God’s house. 
 
 
 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           Wonderful, Merciful Savior       Eric Weis/Dawn Thomas 
 

Wonderful, merciful Savior 
Precious Redeemer and friend 
Who would have thought that a lamb could 
Rescue the souls of men 
Oh, You rescue the souls of men 
 
Counselor, Comforter, Keeper 
Spirit we long to embrace 
You offer hope when our hearts have 
Hopelessly lost the way 
Oh, we hopelessly lost the way 
 
(Refrain) 
You are the one that we praise 
You are the one we adore 
You give the healing and grace 
Our hearts always hunger for 
Oh, our hearts always hunger for 
 
Almighty, infinite Father 
Faithfully loving Your own 
Here in our weakness You find us 
Falling before Your throne 
Oh, we're falling before Your throne       
 
(Refrain) 
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WELCOME 
 
REFLECTION FOR PEACE 
 
GATHERING THE PEOPLE   
One: The God of creation made the first day.   
All: The sun rises, and the sun sets. 
One: Joseph counted the days in his prison cell. 

David was inspired by beauty of the sky and wrote psalms. 
All: The sun rises, and the sun sets. 
One: Mary prayed at sunset until morning when she could go to Jesus’ 

tomb.  We, like Mary, watch the days pass one by one. 
All: The sun rises, and the sun sets. 
One: We enter into the night and trust that God will keep us safe. 
All: The sun rises, and the sun sets. 
One: God will give us rest.  God will give us peace of mind. 
All: The sun rises, and the sun sets. 
One: Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING SONG (see insert)      Shout To the North                           Martin Smith 
 

LITANY OF LIFE 
One: You meet us, O God, at every place along the highway of life.  
All: You meet us at life’s beginning – smiling and vulnerable.  
One: You meet us as children, growing and exploring, yet laughing and teas-

ing as we go.  
All: You meet us as young adults, finding our feet, maturing and 

searching for values.  
One: You meet us as parents, with all the responsibility, joy, and frustration 

that comes with parenthood.  
All: You meet us in the autumn of our days, with wisdom, yet with  

increasing infirmity.  
One: You meet us, O God, at every stage in life, for you are a trusted and 

sustaining presence.  
All: Yet we know you remain always ahead of us – the source of hope 

and the essence of eternity.  
Praise be to your name, Living God, Parent of Jesus! Amen.  

 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School) 
 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                  Genesis 12:1-9                                        TANAKH 
 
The Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your native land and from your father's 
house to the land I will show you." 
  
I will make of you a great nation, 
And I will bless you; 
I will make your name great, 
And you shall be a blessing. 
I will bless those who bless you 
And curse him that curses you; 
And all the families of the earth 
Shall bless themselves by you. 
  
Abram went forth as the Lord had commanded him, and Lot went with him.  
Abram was seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 
 
Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother's son Lot, and all the wealth that they 
had amassed, and the persons that they had acquired in Haran; and they set 
out for the land of Canaan.  When they arrived in the land of Canaan, Abram 
passed through the land as far as the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of 
Moreh.  The Canaanites were then in the land. 
  
The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "I will assign this land to your heirs. "  
And he built an altar there to the Lord who had appeared to him.  From there 
he moved on to the hill country east of Bethel and pitched his tent, with Bethel 
on the west and Ai on the east;  and he built there an altar to the Lord and  
invoked the Lord by name.  Then Abram journeyed by stages toward Negeb. 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD      
 
OFFERING SONG (see insert)   You Will Find Me In Your Heart          David Haas 
  
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
SERMON                The Journey of Life: The Latter Years      Rev. Thomas D. York 
        
FOCUS SONG (see insert)    I Will Have Faith In You         Sarah Hart/Sam Mizell 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 
CLOSING SONG                        Grateful                                Tom Tomaszek 
 

Grateful for the life you give us, 
Thankful for your Holy Son, 
Joyful in your Spirit flowing 
over all, O God of Love. 
Grateful for the Bread of Heaven, 
Thankful for your Holy Word, 
Joyful in your mercy flowing, 
we will praise you. 
 

You are more than we imagine, 
Ancient, Holy, Living Lord. 
Even when we doubt your presence 
You are faithful to your Word.   
          

(Refrain) 
 

May our lives proclaim your justice, 
May our voices sing your praise. 
May our hands work in your service 
To the glory of your name.   
                    

(Refrain) 
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BLESSING THE PEOPLE    
 

 
 
 

Sources for today’s liturgy:  Gathering - Adapted from The Book of  
Uncommon Prayer, Steven L. Case;  Renewing the Covenant - Prayers to Share, 
Year C, David Sparks. 
 
Thanks to Kristen Annett and Alex Castle for serving as liturgists for this  
morning's service. 
 
If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in 
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop 
a note in the offering plate. 
 
Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the 
black fellowship pad folders.  If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you 
wish to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags.  All  
concerns and joys are welcome! 
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To Our Guests and Visitors 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!   We invite you to join us  
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 
am (Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service.  Join us also for coffee 
hour between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visi-
tor information is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex 
and in the Michigan Avenue lobby.  If you have questions, look for mem-
bers wearing badges, or call Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104. 

 

Parking for Sunday Services 
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship 
services or participating in other Knox events.  In addition to the parking 
area off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off 
Observatory Ave.  On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces 
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged.  A map of 
available parking may be found on our website:  www.knox.org 
 

Restrooms 
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on 
the basement level at the far north end of the building.  Please follow the 
posted signs to their location.   
 

Coatroom 
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex. 
 

Caring for Children 
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during  
worship services .  Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the 
Michigan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms. 
 

Sunday School 
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through 
grade 6.  At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years 
old through 12th grade.  Please check the bulletin insert for information 
about weekly Adult Education classes. 
 

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available 
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service 
at 9:15 and 11:00 am.  An usher would be happy to assist you.  At the 
close of worship, please return the unit to an usher.  Thank you! 
 

Mobile Phones 
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before 
the service begins. Thank you! 
 

Printed Copies of Sermons 
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find 
them in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan  
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings. 

 

Recycling 
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your 
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes 
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper 
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.  
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From Today’s Sermon 
 

Grow old along with me The best is yet to be. 
The last of life for which the first was made…… 

~Robert Browning 
 

Aging is a time of promise and continuing blessing in the Bible, a time of 
wisdom and completion and ripeness. 

 
“The self-esteem of the elderly declines in this society which indicates in 

every way that it does not value the old in the slightest,  
finds them an expense and an embarrassment.” 

~ Walter Stegner, The Spectator Bird 
 

“One of the joys of growing older is you bother less about a lot of little 
things and care more about a few big things.” 

~ James Hilton 
 

“I think I’m beginning to see some improvement.” 
~ Pable Casals 
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