
Sept. 20, 2009, 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Worship - 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
“I see the God in you. I greet the God in you.”  

Bill Wallace, New Zealand 
            

As we gather for worship,  
please introduce yourself to those around you.  

 There are no strangers in God’s house. 
 

 
 

CALL TO WORSHIP           So We Will Worship         Sarah Hart/Kevin B. Hipp 
 

Nothing we could ever do could save us. 
Anything we try to prove won’t change us. 
For by grace and grace alone you made us yours, O Lord. 
 

(Refrain) So we will worship.  So we will praise you. 
So we will bow down.  So we will shout it loud. 
We have been chosen, for you have spoken. 
Nothing could change it, so we will worship. 
 
We could never say enough to thank you. 
We could never give enough to repay you. 
For you sent your only son to die for us for love.     (Refrain) 
 
What else can we do but sing our praise to you, 
Fall upon our knees before the Lord of ev’rything: 
You, our strength and song, you, the holy one? 
For by grace and grace alone you made us yours, O Lord.   (Refrain) 
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WELCOME 
 
REFLECTION FOR PEACE 
 
GATHERING THE PEOPLE   
One:  Lord God, open unto us. 
Women: Light for our darkness and courage for our fear. 
One:  Lord God, open unto us. 
Men:  Hope for our despair and peace for our turmoil. 
One:  Lord God, open unto us. 
Women: Joy for our sorrow and strength for our weakness. 
One:  Lord God, open unto us. 
Men:  Wisdom for our confusion and forgiveness for our sins. 
One:  Lord God, open unto us. 
All:  Love for our hates and your Self for our selves. 
One:  Lord our God, open unto us.  Let us worship God! 
 
OPENING SONG (see insert)         This Is The Day                               Bobby Fisher 
 
RENEWING THE COVENANT   
One:  Let us pray. 
All: Lord, God, we have given more weight to our successes and 

our happiness than to your will.  We have eaten without a 
thought for the hungry.  We have spoken without an effort to 
understand others.  We have kept silence instead of telling 
the truth.  We have judged others, forgetful that you alone 
are the Judge.  We have acted in accordance with our  
opinions rather than according to your commands.  Within 
your Church we have been slow to practice love of our 
neighbors.  And in the world we have not been your faithful 
servants.  Forgive us and help us to live as disciples of Jesus 
Christ, your Son, our Savior. 

 

Time for silent reflection….. 
 

One:  All loving God, you do not delight in holding our sins against 
us, but instead long for us to grow into greater maturity. 

All:  Help us to forgive ourselves, as you forgive us, so that we 
may also be able to forgive others. 

  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE 
 
TIME WITH CHILDREN 
 

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School) 
 

SCRIPTURE READING             Psalm 90 (selected vss.)                                      CEV 
 
 Our Lord, in all generations you have been our home. 
 You have always been God--  long before the birth of the mountains, 
 even before you created the earth and the world. 
 

   At your command we die and turn back to dust, 
 but a thousand years mean nothing to you! 
    They are merely a day gone by or a few hours in the night. 
 

 We can expect seventy years, or maybe eighty, 
    if we are healthy, but even our best years, bring trouble and sorrow. 
    Suddenly our time is up, and we disappear. 
  

 Teach us to use wisely, all the time we have. 
     Help us, LORD! Don't wait! Pity your servants. 
      When morning comes, let your love satisfy all our needs. 
    Then we can celebrate and be glad for what time we have left. 
 
OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD      
 
OFFERING SONG (see insert)     Turn, Turn, Turn                    Music: Pete Seeger   

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
SCRIPTURE READING                 Ecclesiastes 3:1-8                  NIV 
 

There is a time for everything, and a season for every activity under heaven:  
  a time to be born and a time to die,  
       a time to plant and a time to uproot,  
  a time to kill and a time to heal,  
        a time to tear down and a time to build,  
 a time to weep and a time to laugh,  
        a time to mourn and a time to dance,  
 a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,  
        a time to embrace and a time to refrain,  
 a time to search and a time to give up,  
        a time to keep and a time to throw away,  
 a time to tear and a time to mend,  
        a time to be silent and a time to speak,  
 a time to love and a time to hate,  
        a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
SERMON                The Journey of Life: The Middle Years  Rev. Thomas D. York        
 
FOCUS SONG (see insert)    How Shall I Sing to God?   Brian Wren/David Haas   
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

 

CLOSING SONG                        Lord Reign In Me                          Brenton Brown  
 

Over all the earth You reign on high. 
Ev’ry mountain stream, ev’ry sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
Is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

(Refrain) 
Lord, reign in me.  Reign in Your pow’r, 
Over all my dreams, in my darkest hour, 
‘cause You are the Lord of all I am, 
so won’t You reign in me again? 
 

Over ev’ry thought, over ev’ry word, 
May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord. 
‘Cause You mean more to me than any earthly thing, 
so won’t You reign in me again? 
 

(Refrain) 
 

Over all the earth, You reign on high. 
Ev’ry mountain stream, ev’ry sunset sky. 
But my one request, Lord, my only aim 
Is that You’d reign in me again. 
 

(Refrain) 
 

© 1998 Vineyard Songs, Admin. In North America  
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BLESSING THE PEOPLE    
 

 
 
 
 
Sources for today’s liturgy:  Gathering - Adapted from Chautauqua Daily 
Worship Opening Responses, Howard Thurman; Renewing the Covenant - 
Gifts of Many Cultures, Prayers of Confession. 
 
Thanks to Marilyn Dunn and Doug Duckett for serving as liturgists for this 
morning's service. 
 
If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in 
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop 
a note in the offering plate. 
 
Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the 
black fellowship pad folders.  If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you 
wish to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags.  All  
concerns and joys are welcome! 
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To Our Guests and Visitors 
 

Welcome! 
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!   We invite you to join us  
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00 
am (Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service.  Join us also for coffee 
hour between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visi-
tor information is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex 
and in the Michigan Avenue lobby.  If you have questions, look for mem-
bers wearing badges, or call Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104. 

 

Parking for Sunday Services 
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship 
services or participating in other Knox events.  In addition to the parking 
area off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off 
Observatory Ave.  On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces 
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged.  A map of 
available parking may be found on our website:  www.knox.org 
 

Restrooms 
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on 
the basement level at the far north end of the building.  Please follow the 
posted signs to their location.   
 

Coatroom 
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex. 
 

Caring for Children 
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during  
worship services .  Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the 
Michigan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms. 
 

Sunday School 
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through 
grade 6.  At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years 
old through 12th grade.  Please check the bulletin insert for information 
about weekly Adult Education classes. 
 

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available 
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service 
at 9:15 and 11:00 am.  An usher would be happy to assist you.  At the 
close of worship, please return the unit to an usher.  Thank you! 
 

Mobile Phones 
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before 
the service begins. Thank you! 
 

Printed Copies of Sermons 
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find 
them in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan  
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings. 

 

Recycling 
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your 
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes 
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper 
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notes From Worship 
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From Today’s Sermon 
 

From a childhood perspective adults have it all together; but when you 
become an adult, you discover it isn’t necessarily so. 

 
The middle adult years are anything but a settled time. 

 
“The dog died.” 

~ Elinore 
 

The middle years are a time of life on the run! 
 

And what of our faith?  By our middle years we discover that the faith we 
learned in Sunday School, the one we put in a jar on the shelf at the age 
of 14 and are now opening again as we find our way back to the church,  

is not adequate. 
 

“There are so many things I’d meant to try, so many contests I had hoped 
to win.  And lo, the  end approaches just as I was thinking of preparing to 

begin.” 
`~ A prisoner in the camp at the River Kwai 

 
A faith  for the middle years is a pilgrimage faith, a faith of finitude, a  

forgiveness faith and a community faith. 

 

Knox Church 
Presbyterian USA 

_______________________ 
 

All Are Welcome 
 

We are a joyful community  

of Christian faith… 
A growing reflection of God’s love. 

_______________________ 
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