Sept. 13, 2009, 9:15 am - Fresh Spirit Worship - 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time

CALL TO WORSHIP

“| see the God in you. | greet the God in you.”
Bill Wallace, New Zealand

As we gather for worship,
please introduce yourself to those around you.
There are no strangers in God's house.

Open the Eyes of My Heart Paul Baloche

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord,
Open the eyes of my heart;

| want to see you, | want to see you.
(repeat)

To see you high and lifted up,
Shining in the light of your glory;
Pour out your pow'r and love,
As we sing, “Holy, holy, holy.”
(repeat from beginning)

Holy, holy, holy — holy, holy, holy —
Holy, holy holy — | want to see you.
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WELCOME

REFLECTION FOR PEACE

GATHERING THE PEOPLE

All:

OPENING SONG (see insert)  Sing a New Song

Like the sun that is far away and yet close at hand to warm us,
so God'’s Spirit is ever present and around us.

Come Creator into our lives.

We live and move and have our very being in you.

Open the windows of our souls.

Let us worship God.

Michael McClellan

RENEWING THE COVENANT

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

One:

All:

“Then he took a child and put it among them.”

When we use long words and confusing sentences, put a child
among us.

When we let the cares of the world drag us down, when the demands of
life seem overwhelming, put a child among us.

When we are tempted to deceive or to selfishly sway an opinion, put
a child among us.

When we need love, recognition, or a great big hug, put a child among
us.

When we need to get the values of church, family, or community in
proportion, put a child among us.

Time of reflection. ..

"Then he took a little child and put it among them.”

The vulnerability and trust of children challenges our attitudes and
our lifestyle; we are humbled!

Pardon and peace are yours, children of God.

Thanks be to God! Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

TIME WITH CHILDREN

DEDICATION OF TEACHERS AND LEADERS

One:  God, we give thanks for the Sunday school teachers who, with patience
and commitment, guide our children in encountering you through
story, activity, conversation and sharing.

Al Thank you, God, for the teachers who create sacred learning space
for our children’s faith to grow.

One:  God, we give thanks for the leaders who nurture faith towards maturity
by walking alongside youth in their questions, interactions, and search
for meaning.

All Thank you, God, for the leaders who create a sacred, welcoming
space for our youth’s faith to develop.

One:  God, we give thanks for the leaders who share their passion for learning
by teaching Bible and theology; guiding discussion on family and faith,
difficult issues in our world.

Alf Thank you, God, for the leaders who help us think new thoughts,
ask new questions, share new understandings and join with others
in following the way of Jesus Christ.

One: Teacher God, bless the teaching ministry in this congregation.

May we always find willing teachers and eager learners who come
with deep desire to grow in knowledge and faith.

All For the gifts of our teachers, freely offered and gratefully
received, thanks be to God. Amen.

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School)

A POEM From the book Journey Through Heartsongs Mattie J.T. Stepanek

Our eyes are for looking at things,

But they are also for crying

When we are very happy or very sad.

Our ears are for listening,

But so are our hearts.

Our noses are for smelling food,

But also the wind and the grass and

If we try very hard, butterflies.

Our hands are for feeling,

But also for hugging and touching so gently.
Our mouths and tongues are for tasting,
But also for saying words, like

"l love you," and

"Thank You, God. For all of these things."

OFFERING OUR GIFTS BACK TO GOD

OFFERING SONG God With Us

You are higher than all of our questions,
You are deeper than all of our needs,
Wider than all that we can imagine;

You are greater than anything.

Sarah Hart /Jayme Thompson

You are stronger than all of our burdens,
You are sweeter than all of our dreams,
Closer than all the air that surrounds us,
You are greater than anything.

(Refrain)

You are holy, Holy God Almighty, God with us.
You are holy, Holy God Almighty, God with us.
God with us.

You bring joy into all of our sadness,
You bring peace into all of our pain,
Shining light into all of our darkness;
You are greater than anything. (Refrain)

Ever before us and ever beside us,
Ever above us and ever behind us,
Ever around us and ever within us, and always ~
God with us. (Refrain)
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

SCRIPTURE READING Mark 10:13-16 NRSV
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them;
and the disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was in-
dignant and said to them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop
them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly | tell
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will never
enter it.” And he took them up in his arms and blessed them.

SERMON  The Journey of Life: The Youngest Among Us Rev. Thomas D. York

FOCUS SONG (see insert) Unless You Learn Haugen

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD'S PRAYER

CLOSING SONG (see insert) With One Voice Ricky Manalo

BLESSING THE PEOPLE

Sources for today's liturgy: Gathering - Gifts of Many Cultures, Gathering
Wordls and Invocations; Renewing the Covenant - Prayers to Share, Year B,
David Sparks.

Thanks to Cindy Sieber and Craig Davis for serving as liturgists for this morn-
ing's service.

If you feel called to serve God by researching, writing or speaking liturgy in
future services, please feel free to talk with any of the worship leaders or drop
a note in the offering plate.

Fresh Spirit Prayer Request cards and offering envelopes are available in the
black fellowship pad folders. If you have a prayer request, concern or joy you
wish to share, please fill out a card and place it in the offering bags. All
concerns and joys are welcome!
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To Our Guests and Visitors

Welcome!
Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church! We invite you to join us
whenever we are gathered for worship: 9:15 am (Knox Commons); 11:00
am (Sanctuary), education, fellowship or service. Join us also for coffee
hour between the 9:15 and 11:00 am services in the Knox Commons. Visi-
tor information is available at the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex
and in the Michigan Avenue lobby. If you have questions, look for mem-
bers wearing badges, or call Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104.

Parking for Sunday Services
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship
services or participating in other Knox events. In addition to the parking
area off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off
Observatory Ave. On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged. A map of
available parking may be found on our website: www.knox.org

Restrooms
Men's and women'’s restrooms are available on the sanctuary level and on
the basement level at the far north end of the building. Please follow the
posted signs to their location.

Coatroom
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex.

Caring for Children
Childcare for infants and toddlers is offered at 9:15 and 11:00 am during
worship services . Please ask an usher or the Deacon on-duty in the
Michigan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery and childcare rooms.

Sunday School
At 9:15 am, Sunday School is available for children ages 3 years through
grade 6. At 11:00 am, classes are held for children and youth ages 3 years
old through 12th grade. Please check the bulletin insert for information
about weekly Adult Education classes.

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service
at 2:15 and 11:00 am. An usher would be happy to assist you. At the
close of worship, please return the unit to an usher. Thank you!

Mobile Phones
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices before
the service begins. Thank you!

Printed Copies of Sermons
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost. You will find
them in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings.

Recycling
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.

Notes From Worship

From Today’s Sermon

“To me was shown no higher stature than childhood.”
~ Julian of Norwich

To be blessed with children or to be around children puts us in a realm of
inexpressible fascination—about them, their world, their perceptions, but
also about ourselves, our feelings, and attitudes and our values.

God'’s gift is a joy and a burden, and of the many functions a church must
serve, framing a context for the nurture of children is possibly its most
constant role. How shall we impart religious precepts
and moral values to them?

Qur children deserve consistency.
Learning to be moral is much like learning to speak a language.

We have a task that requires not only consistency and teaching by
example, but also investment for “rainy days” of illness, crisis and death.

Never teach a child as being religiously true any proposition that you
know he or she will have to unlearn in later life.
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