
ORDER FOR THE PUBLIC WORSHIP OF GOD 
August 16, 2009, 10:00 am—20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 
GATHERING 

 

PRELUDE                               Prayer of St. Gregory                    Alan Hovhannes 
                       Theresa Merrill, organ; Dan Grantham, trumpet 
 

WELCOME  
   

(Children are invited to go to Sunday School) 
 

TOLLING OF THE CARILLON 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP    
One: Cry out with joy to the Lord, all the earth.  Worship the Lord with  
 gladness.  Come into God’s presence with singing! 
All: For the Lord is a gracious God, whose mercy is everlasting; and  
 whose faithfulness endures to all generations. 
One: Together, let us worship God.  
 
+*HYMN  132             Come, Great God of All the Ages             Abbot’s Leigh 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION and ADORATION 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Leader:  Let us pray. 
People:  Eternal God, our judge and redeemer, we confess that we have  
 tried to hide from you, for we have done wrong.  We have lived  
 for ourselves and apart from you, for we have done wrong.  We  
 have turned from our neighbors and refused to bear the burdens  
 of others.  We have ignored the pain of the world and passed by  
 the hungry, the poor, and the oppressed.   In your great mercy  
 forgive our sins and free us from selfishness, that we may choose  
 your will and obey your commandments; through Jesus Christ  
 our Savior.  Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  Hear the good news!  Through Jesus Christ our sins are forgiven. 
People: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
*+GLORIA PATRI    579 
 
SOLO               Qui sedes ad dexteram patris (from Gloria)       Antonio Vivaldi 
   Ivy Buterbaugh, alto 
      

Translation: Who sits on the right hand of the Father have mercy on us.   
                                     

THE WORD 
 

SCRIPTURE READING           Genesis 38:20-26                                            NIV 

Meanwhile Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adullamite in order 
to get his pledge back from the woman, but he did not find her. He asked 
the men who lived there, "Where is the shrine prostitute who was beside the 
road at Enaim?"  "There hasn't been any shrine prostitute here," they said.  
 

So he went back to Judah and said, "I didn't find her. Besides, the men who 
lived there said, 'There hasn't been any shrine prostitute here.' "  
 

Then Judah said, "Let her keep what she has, or we will become a laughing-
stock.  After all, I did send her this young goat, but you didn't find her."  
 

About three months later Judah was told, "Your daughter-in-law Tamar is 
guilty of prostitution, and as a result she is now pregnant." Judah said, 
"Bring her out and have her burned to death!"       

As she was being brought out, she sent a message to her father-in-law. "I 
am pregnant by the man who owns these," she said. And she added, 
"See if you recognize whose seal and cord and staff these are." Judah 
recognized them and said, "She is more righteous than I, since I wouldn't 
give her to my son Shelah." 
 
OFFERTORY                         Wade in the  Water          Spiritual arr. Burleigh 
                     Ivy Buterbaugh, alto 

 

Wade in the Water children 
God's gonna trouble the water 
 

See that band all dressed in white 
God's gonna trouble the water 
The Leader looks like the Israelite 
God's gonna trouble the water 
 

See that band all dressed in red 
God's gonna trouble the water 
It looks like that band that Moses lead 
God's gonna trouble the water 

  
*DOXOLOGY (592)  and PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
SCRIPTURE READING          Ecclesiastes 8:16-9:1                                 NRSV 
 

When I applied my mind to know wisdom, and to see the business that is 
done on the earth; how one's eyes see sleep neither day nor night.  Then 
I saw all the work of God, that no one can find out what is happening  
under the sun. However much they may toil in seeking, they will not find it 
out; even though those who are wise claim to know, they cannot find it 
out.  All this I laid to heart, examining it all, how the righteous and the 
wise and their deeds are in the hand of God; whether it is love or hate 
one does not know. 
 
SERMON                      The Enigma of Righteousness 
   Tiffany Zents, Church Educator 
 
*HYMN  274                   O God of Earth and Space                               Leoni 
 
SHARING CONCERNS 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER 
  

 SENDING 
 

*HYMN  275                            God of Our Life                                    Sandon 
 
*CHARGE and BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                    Rondeau                  Jean-Jacques Mouret 
       Theresa Merrill, organ; Dan Grantham, trumpet 

 
+   +   +   +   +   + 

 
*Please stand as you are able                          + Latecomers may be seated 
 

During the tolling of the carillon we invite you to remember all who 
work for peace and justice in our world today. 
 

We thank Theresa Merrill for serving as organist/pianist, Dan Grantham, 
on trumpet and Ivy Buterbaugh for serving as soloist today. 
 

We thank Robert Maxwell for serving as liturgist this morning. 
 

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in loving memory of 
loved ones of Debbie Campbell. 

 

SPECIAL CALLED CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
 

A special meeting of the Congregation has been called for Sunday, August 30, 
2009, immediately following the close of the 10:00 am service, in the sanctuary 
of the church, for the purposes of receiving and acting upon a report and rec-
ommendations from the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee that the 
congregation call Jana Rae Reister as Associate Pastor, to approve the terms 
of call, to elect persons to present and prosecute the call before the Presby-
tery of Cincinnati and to dismiss the Nominating Committee. 

 
 
 
 

WE ARE PLEASED TO INTRODUCE: JANA RAE REISTER! 
        

Jana grew up on a farm in western Michigan, and received her under-
graduate degree in psychology and sociology from Hope College in Hol-
land, Michigan in 1988.  She moved to Seattle, where she worked in the 
financial industry from 1989 to 1996, and there became involved in small 
group ministries in her church.  Her sense of a call to broader service led 
her to join the Peace Corps.  In Uganda, Jana used her agricultural back-
ground in programs to increase crop yields and farmer income, and she 
focused in particular on helping rural women to generate their own in-
comes.  She became involved in a village church, with a specific approach 
of working alongside women in that church to break down barriers and 
build relationships. 
 

When she returned to Seattle, Jana continued her work in building rela-
tionships, serving as executive director of the Professional Women’s Fel-
lowship.   Jana felt more and more called to the ministry, and entered 
Princeton Theological Seminary in September 2004. During seminary, she 
worked on international missions in Peru, Belize, and Guatemala.  Be-
cause of her gifts for ministry, Princeton Theological Seminary awarded 
her the Bryant M. Kirkland Prize for Excellence in Practical Theology and 
the Graduate Study Fellowship for Parish Pulpit Ministry.  Upon gradua-
tion, she was chosen for the prestigious Lilly Residency at First Presbyte-
rian Church of Ann Arbor, where she was ordained and had the chance to 
further hone her skills for preaching, teaching, and pastoral care.  Jana 
sees her gift for hospitality as key to her ministry.  In Seattle and Ann Ar-
bor, Jana came to know the power of small group fellowship for trans-
forming lives and helping both current and potential church members 
discover their gifts for ministry and use them in service to the life and mis-
sion of the Church. (See bulletin announcements insert for Jana’s photo.) 
 
YOU CAN MEET the  Rev. Jana Reister at a reception in the Knox Room 
on Saturday,  August 29th, from 3:30 to 5:00 pm. Jana will preach at the 
traditional service at 10:00 am on Sunday,  August 30th. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH  STAFF  (513-321-2573) 
 

Mr. John Adams, Ext. 109 ………………………...………..Church Administrator 
Mr. David Annett, Ext. 107 ……….Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 
Mrs. Jan Annett, 871-2399 .………………………. .Director of Stephen Ministry 
Ms. Christina Haan  ...………….……...…………………………….……..Organist 
Mrs. Marie George, (321-9228)  ……………..….Co-Director of Knox Preschool 
Mrs. Laura Johnson (321-9228)  ..……………….Co-Director of Knox Preschool 
Mrs. Renché le Roux, Ext. 110 ………………………………..Financial Secretary 
Mr. John W. Plattner, 221-7997 ....………………..…………Clerk of the Session 
Dr. Earl G. Rivers, Ext. 113  .….………...……………………….Director of Music 
Mrs. Pam Ward, R.N, Ext. 108 ..………………………...Faith Community Nurse 
Rev. Thomas D. York, Ext. 104 ...…….………...…………………………....Pastor 
Ms. Tiffany Zents, Ext. 111 .....……………….…………….……Church Educator 
Knox Presbyterian Church website ...……………………………. www.knox.org 
Knox Youth Group website  ..……………………..…www.knoxyouthgroup.org 
Knox Preschool website  ..……………………….www.knox.org/knoxpreschool 
Knox Fresh Spirit website ………………………...…... www.knoxfreshspirit.org 



To Our Guests and Visitors 
 

Welcome! 
 

Welcome to Knox Presbyterian Church!  In July and August (and Sept. 6), 
we invite you to join us for our 10:00 am worship, education or fellowship. 
In August, we will have Traditional worship in the Sanctuary. Join us also 
for “Lemonade on the Lawn” from 11:00 am—12:00 noon on the church 
lawn (or in the Knox Commons if rain).  Visitor information is available at 
the rear of Knox Commons, in the narthex and in the Michigan Avenue 
lobby.  If you have questions, look for members wearing badges, or call 
Tom York in the church office, 321-2573x104. 
 

Parking for Sunday Services 
Parking can sometimes present challenges for those attending worship 
services or participating in other Knox events.  In addition to the parking 
area off Michigan Avenue, we now have 13 additional parking spaces off 
Observatory Ave.  On Sundays we are asking that the Observatory spaces 
be saved for use by individuals who are physically challenged.  A map of 
available parking may be found on our website:  www.knox.org 
 

Restrooms 
Men’s and women’s restrooms are available on two levels in the new  
addition.  Additional restrooms may be found on the sanctuary level at 
the north end of the building. 
 

Coatroom 
The coatroom can be found off the Observatory Road narthex. 
 

Caring for Children 
During July and August (and Sept. 6), childcare for infants and toddlers is 
offered at the 10:00 am worship service.  Please ask an usher or the Dea-
con on-duty in the Michigan Avenue lobby for directions to the nursery 
and childcare rooms. 
 

Sunday School 
In July and August (and Sept. 6), we offer Sunday School for children ages 
3 years through grade  4 at the 10:00 am worship service.   All other chil-
dren are invited to join their families in the worship service. Please check 
the bulletin insert for information about weekly Adult Education classes. 
 

Hearing Enhancement Equipment Available 
Hearing enhancement equipment is available to help you hear the service 
at 10:00 am.  An usher would be happy to assist you.  At the close of 
 worship, please return the unit to an usher.  Thank you! 
 

Large-Print Hymnals and Bulletins are Available 
Large-print hymnals, with text, but no music notations are available.  
Please ask one of the ushers. 
 

Mobile Phones 
Please turn off mobile phones, pagers and other mobile devices upon 
entering the sanctuary.  Thank you! 
 

Printed Copies of Sermons 
Printed copies of Sunday sermons are available at no cost.  You will find 
them in the narthex (at the rear of the sanctuary) and in the Michigan 
Avenue lobby on Monday mornings. 
 
    Recycling 
Please support the Knox Youth and our environment by dropping your 
Sunday bulletins and announcements in our Abitibi paper recycling boxes 
as you leave. Everyone is welcome to bring your home or office paper 
waste to place in the Abitibi bin located in the old parking lot.  
 

 

Notes from Today’s Service 
 

—————————————————————————— 
 

—————————————————————————— 
 

——————————————————————————– 
 
——————————————————————————- 
 
——————————————————————————- 
 
—————————————————————————— 

 
—————————————————————————— 

 
——————————————————————————– 
 
——————————————————————————- 
 
——————————————————————————- 
 
——————————————————————————- 

 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________ 

 
 

From Today’s Sermon 
 

Judah recognized them and said, “she is more righteous than I, since I 
would not give her to my son Shelah.” 

 
Philosophers have an ongoing dialogue over the question of moral  

absolutes. 
 

Do we make decisions—be they major or routine—based on  
principles or pragmatism? 

 
“We find that the things we value are contingent, and that there  

is no human action without risk.”  
~ Douglas Ottati 

 
It is easy for progressive Christianity to be nominal Christianity. 

 
Progressive Christianity has the potential to respond to our world’s most 

pressing concerns, but is not without risk, and most certainly requires 
courage. 

 

Knox Church 
Presbyterian USA 

___________________________ 
 

 All Are Welcome 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We are a joyful community  

of Christian faith…. 
A growing reflection of God’s love. 

 

______________________________ 
 

Sunday, August 16, 2009 
 

Michigan & Observatory 
Hyde Park 

(513) 321-2573 
www.knox.org  
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